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I heard the first account of the decisive incident in the
Murshid affair when I was lunching with General Collet.
In Lattakia the game had reached a stalemate, and
allied authorities decided to hold an inquiry. Both the
protagonists were in any case leaving Lattakia, and it
seemed as if peace were in sight, " When/' said General
Collet, "this type Evans-Pritchard, who by that time
was completely deranged (absolument detraque) sends
General Montclar a dagger and invites him to commit
suicide. . . . Worse still: that evening at a banquet in
the General's honour when everyone stands to drink the
General's health, Pritchard takes up his glass and flings
it to the ground where it shatters in a thousand pieces/'

I gathered from E.P. later his interpretation of these
events which he did not deny took place. During the
inquiry he was impressed by the scrupulous indifference
with which Montclar's officers gave evidence, and as the
inquiry proceeded his heart warmed towards him so
that the day before Montclar's departure he was anxious
to give him a present to show he had no ill feelings.
Now he had given the most beautiful dagger in his
collection to me on the day I left Lattakia for Damascus.
However, there remained the next best, an exquisite
dagger with a remarkably sharp blade, and this instru-
ment he now ordered his servant to wrap carefully in
paper and cardboard while he penned a suitable note
to accompany his gift to the General.

" But what did you say in the note ? "

" I can't remember. But it was something to the
effect that I hoped he'd find the present acceptable and
useful/'

'' You wrote it in English, I suppose ? "

" Yes. Actually I thought that since it was an olive
branch I'd write it to him for the first time in French.